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telecomm/the internet & communications

Union Station to be major Internet node for country
By GENE STOWE
Tribune Correspondent

Improvements under way at
Union Station will position Glob-
al Access Point to become a na-
tional technology center serving
both carriers and customers, in-
cluding expected nanotechnology
innovation at the University of
Notre Dame.

ªThe master plan is to have the
Union Station be a major Internet
node, a carrier node, for the coun-
try,º says owner Kevin Smith,
who bought the building in 1978.
ªThe intent is to be the digital
mall so technologists will have a
place to produce their product.º

The company now is installing
high-tech electrical and cooling
equipment to meet the biggest
challenges data centers face ±
adequate power and the ability
to deal with heat generated by
high-density servers that use the
power.

Global Access is adding Motor-
Generator UPS systems to pro-
vide clean power to computers
more efficiently and a central
chilled-water cooling system that
can target specific cabinets with

the cooling they need depending
on the heat they're generating.

The excess heat will be used,
among other things, to warm
Union Station's high-vaulted
Grand Hall. Such environmental-
ly-friendly features will make the
operation a Green Data Center.

ªBoth the cooling and the pow-
er are scalable,º says Nick Ander-
son, head of business develop-
ment. ªAs we sell space, we can
expand. We can move with the
customers.º

When the improvements are
complete, the redundancies pro-
vided will move Union Station
closer to a Tier 4 data center, the
top level in the industry achieved
by fewer than 5 percent of data
centers.

Twelve carriers already operate
at Union Station, and two more
are coming. Customers range
from Notre Dame's supercom-
puters to small businesses with
servers on rack space. The com-
pany will host a seminar on
backup and disaster recovery for
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses on June 25.
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Global Access Point Partners, from left, Ted Tompki ns, network and facilities manager; Nick
Anderson, head of business development; and Ralph A cito, head of operations, are pictured last week
at company headquarters at Union Station in South B end.See INTERNET/11


